
Sew Sue’s Quilting 
 

November 2006 Block of the Month 
 

Bear Paw 
 

12” finished size 

    

A  

Background *Cut 8 2-3/4” squares 
Cut 4 2¼” squares 
Cut 4 2” x 5-3/4” rectangles 

 

B   

Paws *Cut 8 2-3/4” squares 
Cut 4 4” squares 

 

C   

Center Cut 1 2” square 
 

 

*NOTE When making half-square triangles, instead of cutting my squares 
exactly 2-5/8”, I like to cut them 2-3/4”.  Then, after making my half-
square triangles, I square them to 2¼”.  This way I  always have a little 
leeway.  I do this with all sizes, usually adding 1/8”. 

 

Step 1 Place one A 2-3/4” square and one B 2-3/4” square right 
sides together.  Draw one line diagonally on the lighter 
print.  Sew a scant ¼” on both sides of the line.  Cut apart 
on the drawn line.  Press towards dark.  Square to 2¼”.  
Repeat with remaining 2-3/4” squares making 16 half 
square triangles. 

 

Step 2 Sew two of the half square triangles made in Step 1 
together as shown in the illustration to the right.  Make four 
sets.  Press towards the darker fabric. 

 

Step 3 Repeat with the remaining half-square triangles adding a 
2¼” background square to each according to the illustration 
to the right.  Make four sets.  Press towards the darker 
fabric. 

 

Step 4 Sew one set from Step 2 on one side of the 4” B square.  
Sew one set from Step 3 to the second side as shown in 
the illustration.  Press. 

 

Step 5 Sew on 2” by 5-3/4” rectangle to the 2” center square.  Add 
another rectangle to the other side.   

 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B B 
B 

B B 

A A C 

A A A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 

A 



Step 6 Sew on paw block from Step 5 to one 2” x 5-3/4” rectangle.  
Then add another paw block to the other side.  Repeat with 
the remaining 2 paw blocks and the 2” x 5-3/4” strip 
remembering to reverse the direction of the paws.  Press. 

 

Step 7 Sew the sections from Steps 5 and 6 together as shown in 
the illustration to the right.  Press.  Square to 12½”. 

 

 


