
Sew Sue’s Quilting 
 

January 2007 Block of the Month 
 

Birds-in-the-Air 
 

12” finished size 

 

Cut two 6-7/8 squares Cut both squares in half 
diagonally 

A  Background 

Cut six 2-7/8” squares Draw a diagonal line on 
wrong side of each square 

B   4 Prints Cut four 2-7/8”” squares from 
each print 

Cut two squares in half 
diagonally (you will have one 
extra triangle).  

 

Step 1 Place one small background square and one print square 
wrong sides together.  Sew a scant ¼” on both sides of the 
drawn line.  Cut on the drawn line. Press towards the print.  
Square to 2 ½”.  Repeat one more time with each print.  You 
will have one extra half-square triangle.   

 

Step 2 Sew two matching half square triangles together as shown in 
the illustration to the right.  Add one matching print triangle.    

 

Step 3 Sew one half-square triangle to a matching triangle print on 
two sides as shown in the illustration to the right. 
 
 

 

Step 4 Repeat Steps 2 and 3 with the remaining half-square triangles and triangle 
prints.   

Step 5 Sew a background triangle to the pieced triangle to form the 
Birds-in-the-Air block.  Square to 6 ½”.   Repeat with the 
remaining three sets.   
 

 

Sew the four blocks together to form the 
block as shown.  Press.  Square to 12 ½”.   
 

Step 6 

Note:  This block is actually made up of four 
traditional Birds-in-the-Air blocks.   
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